
HODOMS
Heads of Departments of Mathematical Sciences in the UK



Minutes of the Committee Meeting held at 11.00am on Friday 7 Jan 2011 at DeMorgan House.
Present:

	Jeremy Levesley
	Chair

	Alison Hooper
	Secretary

	Tony Mann
	Vice-Chair

	Andrew Osbaldestin
	Immediate Past Chair

	Tony Wickstead 
	Treasurer

	Charles Taylor
	

	Derek Goldrei
	

	Toby O’Neil
	

	Pargat Calay
	

	Nigel Steele
	IMA 

	Fiona Nixon
	LMS exec secretary

	Anne Bennet
	LMS group head for council and education committees


1.
Apologies

Apologies were received from: Catherine Hobbs, Duncan Lawson, Dugald Duncan, Jeff Griffiths
2. Minutes of previous meeting

The minutes from the meeting held on 3 September 2010 were agreed as a true and fair record, and signed by the Chair, JL
Jeremy noted that this was Derek’s last committee meeting. Derek was thanked for all his commitment to HoDoMS and hard work over the past six years.

It is also noted that Andrew Osbaldestin and Tony Mann will also be stepping down. The committee thanks them for their service and hard work over the years.

3. Matters arising from previous minutes:
3.5.8
Workload survey ongoing – administrative support required- ongoing
[ACTION: JL]

3.5.10 
Resource are required to investigate RAE results w.r.t. interdisciplinary matters. No easy way of accessing the information. Jeremy will speak to Paul Glendinning (Vice President IMA, responsible for research).
[ACTION: JL]


4.1
Jeremy will prepare a discussion paper to take to conference regarding 


HoDoMS committee set-up and purpose of HoDoMS. The discussion paper 

will be circulated to the committee for comment prior to the conference.
[ACTION: JL]

6.
Tony Wickstead is sorting out PayPal method of payment. It will be operating within the next few days.

8
All three actions regarding LMS Maths Who’s Where, location of HoDoMS website and HoDoMS mailing list) are ongoing. 
[ACTION: AO, FN, TM]

4. Chair’s Communications

Charles and Nigel has been invited to a workshop run by DFES on 17 Jan on How to Consult with respect to the revision of A-levels. Jeremy will contact ACME about HoDoMS engagement with the process.
[ACTION: JL]


There is going to be a Share Education day run by LMS suppprted by HoDoMS on 14 June in London covering topics such as how to train lecturers, how to assess students. The committee agreed that the date could present difficulties for participants from HE. It was decided that HoDoMS would discus at conference and forward a paper of views to LMS.
[ACTION: JL]

Jeremy is meeting with Stephen Timms, Labour MP for Eastham (only MP with a Maths degree). Frank Kelly has also met with Stephen Timms.
5.
2011 Conference
Jeremy has sent letters to Vince Cable and Ben Goldacre but received no reply. Leo Ringer (CBI) ,John Toland (REF), Valerie Isham (RSS President), Ann Dowling (REF) have confirmed.
Jeremy will also invite  

Martin Hyland (General Secretary LMS) to speak about the future of maths departments, 

Craig Mahoney, Chair of HEA

Paul Glendinning (Maths Research programme and  EPSRC)
David Youdan, Michael Grove (HE STEM)

Duncan Lawson, Neil Challis (MSOR)

In reserve:  David Harman EPSRC

[ACTION: JL]

6. 
MSOR

Jeremy will draft a document about the role of HoDoMS  with respect to MSOR in HE, to be reviewed by the committee prior to AGM
[ACTION: JL]
7. 
International Review


The main points to note are:


EPSRC concentrates funds in a small number of institutions. 


Applied Mathematics  can be funded from several sources, not just EPSRC. 


PhD training requires funding for 4 years pg work following on from 4 years ug funding.


Tony Wickstead is attending the International Review event on 28 Jan.
8.
Watching Briefs


JMC – nothing to report

ACME – early input to GCSE is flagged as not good practice


CMS- Input good ideas concerning REF Impact to JL


STEM – Mathematics has received 30-40% of funding so far


IMA – Note new website and new logo. Emphasis on looking to the future. 


LMS – still no replacement for EW on HoDoMS committee. HoDoMS to provide a 
representative on LMS Research Committee, Dugald’s name was suggested.


RSS – nothing discussed


TDA – report attached

UUK – report attached 

Bologna –  report attached

EPSRC- report attached covering ICMS, EPSRC and Scottish Business.
9. 
Date of next meeting: Friday 8 April 2011, 2.00pm, HoDoMS Conference, Birmingham University
………………………………



…………………

Chair’s Signature:





MSOR Watching Brief  January 2011

Duncan Lawson

The big news concerning the MSOR Network is that the Higher Education Academy has announced its plans for re-structuring.  These plans include the ending of subject centres as they are currently constituted - that is, hosted by different universities around the country.

The HEA has made very clear its continued commitment to working at discipline and subject level and it has stated that in the new structure a greater proportion of its (reduced) income will be spent on discipline and subject level work.

In the new structure, the HEA will have one primary location (York) with minor offices in Cardiff and Edinburgh.  All staff will be directly employed by the HEA, although there is the possibility of "remote working".  A significant number of the directly employed staff will have subject expertise.  In addition to the "core staff" there will be a large number of "Associates" who will be contracted to carry out specific pieces of work of varying duration (from a single day upwards).  Many of these Associates will be employed in universities and will carry out subject-focused work.

The HEA is committed to maintaining such things as subject-focused initial professional development (ie for new academic staff) and support for graduate teaching assistants.  In addition, there will be subject-focused conferences and journals.

Although the new structure is meant to come into effect from 1 August 2011, it is recognised that it will not be fully operational, particularly at the subject level.  Subject Centres are therefore being offered £100k transition funding to ensure that "normal" activities occur in the period August to December and to facilitate the transfer of resources from Subject Centres to the new organisation.  This means that MSOR will hold its annual CETL-MSOR conference in September 2011, run its induction course for new lecturers in the same month and organise a number of workshops for postgraduate who teach during the autumn term

Watching Brief  - TDA

Derek Goldrei

Provisional recruitment data onto Initial Teacher Training for the

2010/11 year was issued by the TDA last October at http://www.tda.gov.uk/training-provider/itt/data-surveys/trainee-number-census.aspx. 

This covers recruitment onto standard PGCE programmes (which covers the great majority of trainees), employment-based routes (i.e. the Graduate Teacher Programme, to which extra entrants were still to be expected later in the year) and Teachfirst. For secondary education, maths remains the second largest subject for recruitment, with the DfE's target of 2635 new entrants being about 15% of the total at secondary level, exceeded only by Science, which of course splits into several disciplines. The TDA's prediction in October was that the final maths teacher training numbers would be about 6% above target. I've not kept the previous year's figures for comparison, but my memory is that DfE targets were at pretty near the same level, and quite a bit higher than, say, while the Smith Inquiry was reporting, when maths would have had fewer entrants that English and ITT places were harder to fill.

Watching Brief – UUK
Toby O’Neil
In the several months since our last meeting, most UUK activity has been (unsurprisingly) around the english government's response to Browne and the cuts in core HEFCE teaching grant. Since mathematics has been identified as a strategically important subject and so (despite its HEFCE funding band)  eligible for some future funding via an as yet unspecified mechanism, UUK has not concentrated its lobbying efforts on us. 

The majority of mentions of mathematical sciences over the last quarter by UUK have been in the context of the impending tightening of immigration caps and the likely negative effects on recruitment of non-EU researchers in STEM/economically important subjects. UUK accepts that such caps are inevitable and has concentrated its effort on reformation of the points system used to determine recipients of visas: it argues that the current system weights salary more heavily than qualifications resulting in a bias towards the financial sector. 

The only other significant mention of mathematical science is in a report discussing student choices and graduate employment (http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/Publications/Documents/ChangesInStudentChoicesAndGraduateEmployment20100907.pdf). Of note is that according to Figure 2.1 of this report, graduate unemployment in mathematics for 2009 was 10.3%. (This seems to be towards the bottom end of the unemployment rates --- although for medical subjects, unemployment is below 1%.)

HoDoMS Watching Brief:  Operational Research Society
1.  New President-Elect is Geoff Royston (President-Elect 2011, President 2012/2013)

2. Beale Medal 2010:  Professor Brian Haley (ex-Birmingham University)

3. Blackett Lecture at Royal Society November 2010:  Speaker was Lord Robert May of Oxford
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Chapter 2: Gender Patterns in International Assessment Surveys

*
Figure 2.1: Gender difference (M-F) in perceived importance of doing well in reading, mathematics and science for
15 year-old pupils, 2006
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UK (1) = UK-ENG/WLS/NIR.
Source: OECD, PISA 2006 database.

Explanatory notes

The results are based on answers to the question: 'in general, how important do you think it is for you to do well in the subject
below?" with four answer categories: very important, important, of little importance and not important at all. The graph shows
coefficients of three different simple linear regression models.

For further information on the PISA survey, see the Glossary.
Values that are statistically significant (p<.05) are indicated in bold.
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